
Goose Creek High School Summer Reading: ELA 4H 

Honors English IV Summer Assignment – Defining Voices in the U.K.   

During the first two weeks of school, students will take part in a seminar/writing assignment to 
discuss themes in English Honors IV – i.e. culture and identity in the U.K. In order to prepare for 
this, students will complete the following reading assignment which is to read ONE of the 
following novels. Notes should be taken on theme, character, and important events. It may be 
beneficial to keep a dictionary with you while you read to decode words.   

1. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night, Mark Haddon 
Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the world and their capitals and every prime number 
up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human emotions. He cannot stand to be 
touched. And he detests the color yellow. 
This improbable story of Christopher's quest to investigate the suspicious death of a neighborhood dog makes 
for one of the most captivating, unusual, and widely heralded novels in recent years. 
 

2. Wuthering Heights, Emily Bronte 
Wuthering Heights is a wild, passionate story of the intense and almost demonic love between Catherine 
Earnshaw and Heathcliff, a foundling adopted by Catherine's father. After Mr Earnshaw's death, Heathcliff 
is bullied and humiliated by Catherine's brother Hindley and wrongly believing that his love for Catherine 
is not reciprocated, leaves Wuthering Heights, only to return years later as a wealthy and polished man. He 
proceeds to exact a terrible revenge for his former miseries. The action of the story is chaotic and 
unremittingly violent, but the accomplished handling of a complex structure, the evocative descriptions of 
the lonely moorland setting and the poetic grandeur of vision combine to make this unique novel a 
masterpiece of English literature. 
 

3. Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte 
Orphaned as a child, Jane has felt an outcast her whole young life. Her courage is tested once again when 
she arrives at Thornfield Hall, where she has been hired by the brooding, proud Edward Rochester to care 
for his ward Adèle. Jane finds herself drawn to his troubled yet kind spirit. She falls in love. Hard. 
But there is a terrifying secret inside the gloomy, forbidding Thornfield Hall. Is Rochester hiding from 
Jane? Will Jane be left heartbroken and exiled once again? 
 

4. The Thirteenth Tale, Diane Setterfield 
Reclusive author Vida Winter, famous for her collection of twelve enchanting stories, has spent the past six 
decades penning a series of alternate lives for herself. Now old and ailing, she is ready to reveal the truth 
about her extraordinary existence and the violent and tragic past she has kept secret for so long. Calling on 
Margaret Lea, a young biographer troubled by her own painful history, Vida disinters the life she meant to 
bury for good. Margaret is mesmerized by the author's tale of gothic strangeness—featuring the beautiful 
and willful Isabelle, the feral twins Adeline and Emmeline, a ghost, a governess, a topiary garden and a 
devastating fire. Together, Margaret and Vida confront the ghosts that have haunted them while becoming, 
finally, transformed by the truth themselves. 
 

5. Pygmalion (this one is a play), George Bernard Shaw 
Professor Henry Higgins, a linguistic expert, takes on a bet that he can transform an awkward cockney 
flower seller into a refined young lady simply by polishing her manners and changing the way she speaks. 
In the process of convincing society that his creation is a mysterious royal figure, the Professor also falls in 
love with his elegant handiwork.  
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6. The Other Boleyn Girl, Philippa Gregory 
When Mary Boleyn comes to court as an innocent girl of fourteen, she catches the eye of the handsome and 
charming Henry VIII. Dazzled by the king, Mary falls in love with both her golden prince and her growing 
role as unofficial queen. However, she soon realizes just how much she is a pawn in her family’s ambitious 
plots as the king’s interest begins to wane, and soon she is forced to step aside for her best friend and rival: 
her sister, Anne. With her own destiny suddenly unknown, Mary realizes that she must defy her family and 
take fate into her own hands. 
 

7. Angela’s Ashes, Frank McCourt * 
“When I look back on my childhood I wonder how I managed to survive at all. It was, of course, a 
miserable childhood: the happy childhood is hardly worth your while. Worse than the ordinary miserable 
childhood is the miserable Irish childhood, and worse yet is the miserable Irish Catholic childhood.” 
So begins the luminous memoir of Frank McCourt, born in Depression-era Brooklyn to recent Irish 
immigrants and raised in the slums of Limerick, Ireland. 
 

8. Moll Flanders, Daniel Defoe 
Daniel Defoe’s Moll Flanders details the life of the irresistible Moll and her struggles through poverty and 
sin in search of property and power. Born in Newgate Prison to a picaresque mother, Moll propels herself 
through marriages, periods of success and destitution, and a trip to the New World and back, only to return 
to the place of her birth as a popular prostitute and brilliant thief. The story of Moll Flanders vividly 
illustrates Defoe’s themes of social mobility and predestination, sin, redemption and reward. 

 
 

 
 

* Indicates a nonfiction title  


